23 March
Today is...

Meteorologyis the study of the Earth’s atmesphere and weather. Itcan be dividedintoa number of specialized sciences:

> Physical meteorology deals with the physical atmosphere such as clouds, rain, thunderstorm and fightening. It tellsus that 70% of the
Earth's surface is covered with water and the remaining 30% is land. The outer layer formed a hard rocky crust as lava at the surface
cooled 4.5 billion years ago. The crustis broken into many large plates that move slowly relative to each other. Mountain ranges form
when two ofthe crust's plates collide and their edges are forced up.
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>Chemical metearology deals with the chemical composition of the Earih's atmosphere. The chemical composition of the Earth's
atmosphere is nitrogen (78%), oxygen (21%), argon (0.9%), carbon dioxide (0.03%) and other trace gases including methane,
ozone, hydrogen sulfide, carbon menoxide, oxides of nitrogen and sulfur, hydrocarbons and particulate matter. Water vapor (H20)
varies from 0-4% by volume. These gases are held close fo the surface by gravitation.
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Meteorology also tells us a number of other things: it can help us to forecast the weather, it tells us about wind speed, air pressure and
humidity. We can leam about how the seasons change, the different condifions at the Hemispheres and at the Equator. Cn
Metearological Day, find out as much as you can about all that meteorology has taught us about the Earth and its ever-changing

weather!
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