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Environment Day

The purpose of World Environment Day is to give a human face to environmental issues; empower people to
become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that commodities
are significant to changing attitudes towards environmental issues; and develop partnerships to ensure all
nations and people enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. Environment Day is an occasion to deepen
public awareness of the need to preserve and enhance the environment. It is celebrated throughout the world
to take up the challenges of a possible balance between environment, development and a sustainable future
for the earth and its people.

Environment is defined as the external factors affecting an organism. These
factors may be other living organisms or non living variables such as water, soil,
climate, light and oxygen. All these factors collectively make up an ecosystem. |
Organisms and their environment constantly interact and both are changed by
this interaction. Additionally, environmental factors, singly or in combination,
ultimately limit the size that any population may attain. This limit is a
population's capacity, and is usually reached because resources are in short |
supply. Like all other living beings, humans have changed their environment,
but they have done so ona much grander level than other species.

Environment day is also a day to acknowledge and be thankful for all that the
environment gives us, and realize how our actions may prevent others from
receiving these bounties. Clean water and air, nutritious food, materials to
clothe and shelter ourselves, all this comes from the environment. If we pollute
the water and the air, we are denying ourselves and others this bounty. Rather |
than doing this, it is our duty to protect the environment so that humans, plants

and animals can have safe drinking water, food, clean air and a home! L NERRER T ey
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It is a serious issue that nearly 1.5 billion people lack safe drinking water and
that at least 5 million deaths per year can be attributed to waterborne diseases.
Air pollution also causes many problems such as sinus problems, chestinfections, highrates of asthma, and air
pollutants such as lead from cars can even enter the blood stream and affect our brains! Polluting the
environment around us also means we are taking away the habitats of many plants and animals and maybe
even making the land unusable for other people to live on!

So today on Environment Day, think what your actions could be doing to other people, and
how other people's actions may be affecting you, and find a way to break the cycle!
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